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ones, and to take the fellaheen from their fields and send them
to the bottom of the new " ditch."

Then there was the army, of which Said was greatly
enamoured. It was a hobby to him, a plaything, an expensive
game. He liked to be with his troops, to clothe them in silk
and gold, to camp with them, to drill them, and to lead them
in manoeuvres and imaginary battles. In his reign military
service was reduced to one year. As a result, it became very
popular both to the sons of notables and the sons of the poor,
who felt they were sharing the pride of comradeship in arms
under their benevolent prince.

For the sake of the army Said closed all schools that did not
contribute directly to its maintenance. The School of Medi-
cine was temporarily closed, likewise the School of Languages
and many others. But the Military School and the Engineer-
ing School were transferred to the Barrages, a strategic spot
chosen by the popular viceroy to be the base for his operations
and activities. There he built the famous Barrages Citadel
with strong ramparts and towers commanding the route to
Cairo. Yet with the exception of the force that took part in
the Crimean War on the side of Turkey, the army was never
actively engaged.

But this is not all, for in the time of Said some real material
progress was made. The mileage of railways was increased; the
line between Cairo and Suez was constructed in 1858. The
International Commission for reporting on the proposed pro-
ject of the Suez Canal was asked by the Viceroy to examine the
Barrages and to make suggestions concerning the irrigation
system of the country. The Sudan too, neglected and used only
as a convict station by Abbas, occupied for some time the
serious attention of the Viceroy, who himself visited the
country in January 1857, restored order there, lowered taxa-
tion, and made radical changes in its administration which
gave the Sudanese a share in the government of the country
by nominating them Mamours or governors of small districts.

In Said's reign too the fellaheen, who had hitherto held their
plots of land by usufruct, were definitely recognised by the
decree of A.H. 1247 (1858) as owners of their land, with full
rights of selling, bequeathing, letting and mortgaging it. This
decree established landed property, legalised the private